
By Year 4, pupils should be able to independently, fluently and 
enthusiastically read books written at an age-appropriate inter-
est level. They should be able to read them accurately and at a 
speed that allows them to focus on understanding what they 
have read, rather than on decoding individual words. They 
should be able to decode most new words outside of their spo-
ken vocabulary, making a good attempt at the word’s pronuncia-
tion. As their decoding skills become secure, efforts should be 
made to introduce children to new words which will increase 
their vocabulary. This should be done through discussion and by 
introducing children to a wide range of texts, including stories, 
poems, plays and non-fiction pieces on a wide range of subjects. 
Children in Year 4 should be securing the skill of reading silently 
to themselves. 

 

What This Means for Parents  
 
 Give your child access to lots of books on many different top-

ics and by a wide range of authors who write in different 
styles,  e.g. Michael Morpurgo, Philip Pullman, Lauren St John. 

 
 Encourage your child to attempt to pronounce new words 

they see in the environment around them. Discuss tricky parts 
and model the correct way. 

 
 Broaden the vocabulary you use when speaking to your child 

and be prepared to clarify the meaning of a wider range of 
words.  

 
 Encourage your child to read silently to themselves but check 

their understanding of what they have read after doing so.  

 



 

 
Why is it important to listen to your child read? 

Parents often wonder how they can help to develop the reading skills of children who 

are already fluent readers.  The best way is to continue to share books with your child, 

regularly listening to them read, sometimes reading to or with them, but also discuss-

ing books in increasing depth.  

Learning to read is one of the most essential skills we learn and impacts on all areas of 

learning. This is where parental support can make a huge difference to your child's  

progress and confidence. Regular reading at home will support all areas of learning at 

school. We expect children to be reading a minimum of three times per week for 15 

minutes at a time. Children are issued with a reading record which should be sent into 

school each day with their reading books. These are a great way for the teacher to 

monitor your child’s reading habits, and can be used as a method of communication 

between home and school.  

 

How to help with your child’s reading in Year 4 

 Read longer stories/ novels and talk about them  

 When reading non-fiction, point out persuasive language, facts, opinions  

 Discuss points of view expressed in the text  

 Encourage your child to ask the meaning of more complex language regularly  

 Talk about the styles of individual writers  

 Talk about how the place and time a story is set in. 

Once children have developed the basic skills of reading, there can be a risk that their 

motivation and enthusiasm begins to lessen. This is a vital sign in children’s reading 

development and the point at which parents can offer invaluable support. Taking the 

time to talk to your children about the books they choose and listening to them reading 

aloud regularly can make all the difference. Children need to understand why we read. 

They need to experience the range of feelings that a book can create or the power that 

can be gained from accessing information.  

Reading must not only be confined to stories. Many children love reading comics,    

magazines, newspapers, e-readers, information books and poetry. All of these reading 

activities should be encouraged. 

 

Questions...                 
In Year 4 we use the acronym VIPERS to 

help us remember the different types of 

reading questions. Use these question 

stems to help your child think deeply about 

what they have read.  You could try asking 

one question from each of the following 

areas to support their thinking after they 

have read aloud or to themselves.  

 

 

 

  


